
A Note from Ms. Shea ~ 
 

In the spirit of NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH, I thought it was 

important to highlight the mentoring work that our students here 

at Great Neck do on a daily basis.  Under the direction of Mrs. 

Valentine, our school social worker and Mrs. Keating, our school 

psychologist, our upper grade level students volunteer 20 to 30 

minutes per week of their time mentoring younger peers.   

As a team we meet with Grade 5 students in September to discuss with them what it means to 

be a mentor, a positive role model for younger peers.  We ask students to let us know if they 

are interested in mentoring and ask that they communicate to us what a rewarding assignment 

would be for them.  As a result, we have the majority of our grade 5 students mentoring 

students in one of the unified arts classes --- art, physical education, music, library or computer 

--- or in our preschool program.  I can’t tell you how heartwarming it is to see our grade five 

students waiting at parent drop-off, eager to escort our littlest preschool learners to their 

classrooms safely each morning.  Mentors are also a tremendous help to our unified arts 

teachers and work to motivate and inspire their younger peers.  Supporting this work 

contributes to building a safe and comfortable culture and climate.  It works to ensure everyone 

feels included and that they have peers and adults they can rely upon every day.  One 

requirement we have for our mentors is that they write several journal entries about their 

experience.  If you have a child in grade 5, be sure to speak with them about their experience. 

 

In honor of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 

GN Fifth Graders, Boden Fagan and Chloe 

Butler, have entered a writing contest.  

U.S. Senator Christopher Murphy is 

sponsoring a 200-word essay contest on 

“How MLK has inspired you.”  
 

Let’s wish these talented writers good luck!  
 

 

 

 
For more contest information visit: 
 

https://www.murphy.senate.gov/newsroom/press

-releases/murphy-launches-2nd-annual-martin-

luther-king-jr-day-essay-challenge 

 



        

        GREAT NECK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL                                            1/18/19 

EVENTS & ACTIVITIES 
 

Jan. 21 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day No School 

Jan. 23 STEM w/ Mrs. Rei* 3:10 - 4:15 

Jan. 24 Yoga Play w/ Mrs. Wheeler—Grades K & 1* 3:10 - 4:15 

Jan. 25 Yoga Play w/ Mrs. Wheeler—Grades 2 & 3* 3:10 - 4:15 

Jan. 28 Cheerleading 101 w/ Mrs. Matsas* 3:10 - 4:10 

Jan. 30 STEM w/ Mrs. Rei* 3:10 - 4:15 

Jan. 31 Yoga Play w/ Mrs. Wheeler—Grades K & 1* 3:10 - 4:15 

Feb. 1 Yoga Play w/ Mrs. Wheeler—Grades 2 & 3* 3:10 - 4:15 

Feb. 4 Cheerleading 101 w/ Mrs. Matsas* 3:10 - 4:10 

 Writing Club w/ Mrs. McGuire—Grades 2 & 3* 3:10 - 4:15 

Feb. 6 STEM w/ Mrs. Rei* 3:10 - 4:15 

Feb. 7 Yoga Play w/ Mrs. Wheeler—Grades K & 1* 3:10 - 4:15 

Feb. 8 Yoga Play w/ Mrs. Wheeler—Grades 2 & 3* 3:10 - 4:15 
 

* Students must be pre-registered. 

Daniel Haynes   Quinn Pelt          Cadence Condon          

         Joselyn Jimenez         Harrison Parker    

Arden Bonnano         Lexi Pelt            Alex Bousquet  

Ava Waddington         Mia Ory             Riley Montana 

     Sebastian Pirruccello           Rebecca Parks  

Rhianna Modi      Addison Brothers     Angela Hawthorne 

Congratulations to the following students who received 
a Pride Star for earning 3 Pride Cards!   

 



 
STUDENTS ABSENT OR TARDY:  Please call or e-mail the 
school before 8:30 if  your child is going to be absent 
or tardy.  You can leave a voice message the night 
before as our answering system is available 24/7. 
 

 Call 860-442-2593 then press 0. 
 

 E-mail:  gn@waterfordschools.org.   
 

Also, parents are required to sign-in students who arrive after the start of  the 
school day.  If  you arrive later than 8:35 AM, please walk your child into the 
building and sign them in. 
 
 

VISITORS/VOLUNTEERS:  When visiting any Waterford Public school, a state-issued ID 
is required to check in.  Our visitor check in software scans the DMV’s Sexual 
Offender Database and creates a Visitor Badge. 

 
MORNING DROP-OFF:  Please pull up as far as you can when dropping off  your child.  
We need to work together to make sure traffic does not back up onto Goshen 
Road.  Please insist that your child exits your vehicle on the building side only — 
not into the traffic lane. 
 

Also, please allow our staff  members to walk 
your child to class if  they require assistance.  
We do this for safety purposes.  It is 
important that we know who is in the 
building at all times. 

 
DAILY DISMISSAL:  Please send in a note for 
any changes in dismissal, i.e. early pick up, 
end of  day pick-up, staying after for an 
activity, Scout meeting, etc.  We have 
complimentary “A Note to School” notepads 
for your use.  Let us know if  you would like 
some!  We understand that plans may 
change during the day.  It is very helpful if  
you notify us before noon with any changes. 
 

Students are not permitted to ride a bus 
other than the one they are assigned to.  
They may get off  at a different stop on their 
same bus, but cannot switch buses, with the 
exception of  a permanent daycare 
arrangement. 
 

 

Thank you for your cooperation!      Ms. Shea   

 
TO: 

(TEACHER) 

 

DATE: 
 
 

STUDENT: 
   (FIRST & LAST NAME) 
 

 
 
 will be picked up at  
  (time) 
  
 by 
 
  
 is staying after for 
 
 
  
 
 other 

 

 
Parent 
Signature:  












